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SUBJECT: HUTCHINSON KIDNAP - LOCAL RADIO COVERAGE 

FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF LOCAL RADIO COVERAGE OF KIDNAPPING 
SITUATION FROM 6:30 A.HLM TO 1:00 P.M., MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30. 

1. RADIO CLARIN COMMENTARY STATED THAT DOMINICAN PEOPLE SHARE 
THE HARDSHIP BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE KIDNAPPING. SAID THEY LAMENT 
WHAT HAS HAPPENED AND THAT THE TWO LATIN COUNTRIES, VENEZUELA AND 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC AND THEIR PEOPLE SHOULD CONTINUE TO WORK TO- 
GETHER BECAUSE OF THEIR COMMON LANGUAGE, CULTURAL, AND CHRISTIAN 
TRADITIONS. 

2. RADIO CLARIN, CONTINUING ITS "PANORAMA INFORMATIVO" REPORTED 
AT A SPOKESMAN FOR THE MPD HAD ISSUED A STATEMENT TO THE PRESS 
IN WHICH MPD DENIED ANY INVOLVEMENT IN THE KIDNAPPING. THE 
STATEMENT ADDED HOWEVER, THAT THE MPD, IN SPITE OF PRESENT EVENTS, 
WOULD CONTINUE TO FIGHT FOR THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 
AND THE RETURN OF POLITICAL EXILES. 

3. RADIO CLARIN REPORTED THAT DR. ROGELIO DELGADO BOGAERT, 

PRESIDENT OF THE PARTIDO REVOLUCIONARIO SOCIAL CRISTIANO, SAID 
IN AN INTERVIEW ON THE TELEVISION PROGRAM "SEA USTED EL JURADO", 

THAT NEITHER THE KIDNAPPERS NOR THE DOMINICAN GOVERNMENT HAD 
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THE RIGHT TO PLAY WITH THE LIVES OF THE INNOCENT HOSTAGES. 
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4. RADIO CLARIN REPORTED THAT THE PANAMANIAN AMBASSADOR TO 
THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC SAID THE TWO LEFTIST STUDENT LEADERS 
WHO HAD 

REQUESTED POLITICAL ASYLUM SATURDAY AFTERNOON WERE BEING 
TREATED AS GUESTS OF THE PANAMANIAN EMBASSY. THE PANAMANIAN 
AMBASSADOR WAS REPORTED TO HAVE ADDED THAT ALTHOUGH THE 
STUDENT LEADERS HAD SAID THAT THEY WERE VICTIMS OF POLICE AGGRESSION, 
THERE HAD BEEN NO MENTION OF THIS MADE AT ANY OFFICIAL LEVEL. 

5. RADIO CLARIN REPORTED THAT MEXICAN AMBASSADOR TO DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC DENIED ANY INVOLVEMENT WITH NEGOTIATIONS SURROUNDING 
KIDNAPPING. MEXICAN AMBASSADOR WAS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID HE 
HAD RECEIVED NO WORD FROM EITHER HIS GOVERNMENT OR DOMINICAN 
GOVERNMENT TO USE HIS GOOD OFFICES TO SEEK SOLUTION. HOWEVER, 
ACCORDING TO REPORT, DR. PITTALUGA TOLD REPORTERS THE MEXICAN 
GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN APPROACHED. IN RESPONSE TO THAT STATEMENT, 
MEXICAN AMBASSADOR WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THE ASSERTION THAT THE 
MEXICAN GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN APPROACHED WAS STRICTLY A DIVERSIONARY 
TACTIC. 

6. RADIO CLARIN GAVE AN "ON THE SPOT" SITUATION REPORT AROUND 
7:00 A.M. THEY REPORTED THE POLICE AND ARMED FORCES AROUND 
CONSULATE WERE BEING RELIEVED. ADDED THAT MENDEZ VARGAS SAID 
ONE OF HIS MEN IS INIURED AND NEEDS MEDICAL ATTENTION. ALSO 
REPORTED THAT MENDEZ VARGAS HAS GIVEN DOMINICAN GOVERNMENT 
NEW DEADLINE. NEW DEADLINE IS 6:00 A.M. TOMORROW MORNING. 

AFTER THAT, ACCORDING TO REPORT, MENDEZ VARGAS SAID HE WILL NO 
LONGER BE RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT OCCURS... 

7. CONTINUING THEIR REPORT, RADIO CLARIN SAID THE SITUATION 
GREW TENSE THIS MORNING WHEN MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES BEGAN 

TO SURROUND CONSULATE. REPORTED THAT AMBASSADOR HUR WITCH CAME TO 
AREA TWICE AND THE SECOND TIME HE WAS THERE HE ASKED POLICE 
OFFICIALS NOT TO BRING MORE TROOPS INTO AREA BECAUSE THIS WOULD 
MAKE THE SITUATION MORE DANGEROUS. IT WAS THEN REPORTED THAT 
POLICE OFFICIALS ASSURED THE AMBASSADOR THEY WERE NOT GOING 
TO BRING MORE TROOPS INTO AREA. 

8. WHILE MILITARY ACTIVITY WAS GOING ON, MENDEZ VARGAS CALLED 
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OUT TO THE PEOPLE. HE WAS REPORTED AS SAYING HE AND HIS GROUP 
HAD CONDUCTED THEMSELVES HONORABLE IN RESPECT TO HOSTAGES AND 
DOMINICAN GOVERNMENT. HE SAID THE GROUP HAD BEEN VERY TOLERANT 
TOWARD THE GOVERNMENT AND HOSTAGES WERE WELL-TREATED. BUT 
THAT THEY WERE GOING TO GIVE THE GOVERNMENT A DEADLINE OF TWO 
TO THREE HOURS TO RESOLVE PROBLEM. AS OF THAT TIME, THERE HAD 
BEEN ON RESPONSE. 
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9. RADIO CLARIN BROADCAST CONDEMNATORY EDITORIAL CONCERNING 
ACTIVITIES OF MONSIGNOR POLANCO BRITO. THE EDITORIAL CALLED 
HIM A PERSON "ESTEEMED BY THE RADICAL LEFTISTS." IT SUGGESTED 
THAT MONSIGNOR CONDUCT BUSINESS SOLELY FROM THE PULPIT AND 
NOT TRY TO DISGUISE HIS AID TO HOSTAGES AND KIDNAPPERS AS AN 
ACT OF CHRISTIAN CHARITY. 

10. RADIO CLARIN CARRIED INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR HURWITCH. 
AMBASSADOR TOLD PRESS HE UNDERSTOOD THEIR SUTUATION, BUT 
SINCE MANY OF THEM WERE BARBARA'S FRIENDS. HE WAS SURE THEY 
COULD UNDERSTAND HIS PRIMARY CONCERN IS THE WELFARE OF BARBARA 
AND THAT HE COULDN'T TELL THEM ANYTHING SUBSTANTIVE THAT MIGHT 
ENDANGER THE SITUATION. HE SAID HE HAD COME TO CONSULATE TO 
CHECK OUT WELFARE OF HOSTAGES. 

1 1 . RADIO CRISTAL REPORTED THAT SPOKESMEN FOR POLICE SAID 

THEY COULDN'T PROVIDE MEDICAL ASSISTANCE TO INJURED PERSON 
INSIDE CONSULATE UNTIL THEY KNEW NATURE AND EXTENT OF INJURY. 

12. ABOUT 10:00 A.M. RADIO CLARIN REPORTED ARRIVAL OF TRUCK 
CONTAINING SIX MATTRESSES TO BE TAKEN INTO CONSULATE FOR 
HOSTAGES. MATTRESSES WERE NOT TAKEN IN BECAUSE ONLY PERSON 
ALLOWED TO ENTER AREA IS MONSIGNOR POLANCO BRITO AND HE HAD 
NOT ARRIVED AS YET. 

13. RADIO CRISTAL REPORTED A COMMUNIQUE FROM OTHER MEMBERS OF 
12TH OF JANUARY MOVEMENT HAD BEEN RECEIVED. THE COMMUNIQUE SAID 
IF DEMANDS OF KIDNAPPERS WERE NOT MET, OTHER MEMBERS OF MOVEMENT 
WOULD COMMIT ACTS OF TERRORISM AND SABOTAGE AGAINST NORTH AMERICAN 
BUSINESSES, OFFICIALS, AND DIPLOMATS IN DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

CONTENTS OF COMMUNIQUE WERE CONFIRMED BY TELEPHONE CALL 
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RECEIVED BY RADIO CRISTAL. 

14. RADIO CLARIN CARRIED INTERVIEW WITH MONSIGNOR POLANCO 
BRITO AFTER SANDWICHES AND SOFT DRINKS HAD BEEN TAKEN TO 
CONSULATE. FOOD AND SOFT DRINKS WERE TAKEN, BUT GUERRILLAS WOULD 
NOT ACCEPT MATTRESSES. MONSIGNOR POLANCO SAID HE HAD TALKED 

TO MENDEZ VARGAS AND THAT TWO MESSAGES WERE GIVEN HIM BY MENDEZ 
VARGAS. ONE WAS FROM BARBARA HUTCHINSON TO AMBASSADOR HURWITCH 
AND OTHER FROM MENDEZ VARGAS TO POLICE. MONSIGNOR POLANCO 
BRITO WAS TOLD ONE OF THE GUERRILLAS WAS INJURED AND NEEDED 
MEDICAL ATTENTION. BUT NATURE OF INJURY WAS STILL UNKNOWN. 

HE THEN SAID HE HAD TALKED TO BARBARA AND SHE SAID SHE WAS 
ALL RIGHT. WHEN ASKED IF ANYTHING WAS BEING DONE BY MEDIATION 
GROUP, HE AGAIN SAID THERE IS NO MEDIATION GROUP. 
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15. RADIO CLARIN REPORTED A POLICE SPOKESMAN SAID POLICE DO 
NOT HAVE ANY SOLUTION TO PROBLEM. 

16. AT 1 1 : 10 A.M. RADIO CRISTAL REPORTED AMBASSADOR HURWITCH, 
VENEZUELAN CHARGE AND SPANISH AMBASSADOR WERE MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT BALAGUER. 

17. RADIO CLARIN REPORTED AT NOON THAT THREE DIPLOMATS HAD 

BEEN WITH PRESIDENT BALAGUER AND THAT NEWSMEN WERE EXPECTING SOME 
SORT OF STATEMENT WITHIN MINUTES. 


18. RADIO CLARIN REPORTED THAT MENDEZ VARGAS SAID INJURED GUERRILLA 
IS NOW SUFFERING FROM FEVER. INJURY, ACCORDING TO REPORT. 

RESULTED FROM GUERRILLA ACCIDENTLY SHOOTINGHIMSELF IN THE 

HAND. 

19. RADIO CLARIN REPORTED THAT AFTER MEETING WITH PRESIDENT 
THERE WAS NO STATEMENT FROM ANYONE. SAID THAT PRESIDENT S PRESS 
SECRETARY DECLINED TO COMMENT AND THREE DIPLOMATS WHO WERE AT 
THE MEETING HAD NO COMMENT EITHER. RADIO CLARIN ADDED THEY 
WERE EXPECTING A REPORT WITHIN THE HOUR THAT WOULD SHED LIGHT 
ON SITUATION. 

20. IN TELEPHONE INTERVIEW BROADCASE BY RADIO CRISTAL, VICE- 
PRESIDENT OF DOMINICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION SAID THE ASSOCIATION 
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WOULD PROVIDE MEDICAL ASSISTANCE TO ANYONE NEEDING IT INSIDE 
CONSULATE, BUT FOR THE TIME BEING THEY HAD NOT RECEIVED 
APPROVAL FROM POLICE. HE ADDED THAT THE ASSOCIATION WOULD 
CONTINUE TO TRY TO OFFER ITS SERVICES. 

21. RADIO CRISTAL REPORTED MEMBERS OF PRESS CORPS ASSIGNED TO 
PRESIDENT'S OFFICE ARE SAYING PRESIDENT REMAINS INFLEXIBLE IN 
HIS REFUSAL TO DISCUSS DEMANDS OF KIDNAPPERS. THERE HAS BEEN 
NO OFFICIAL WORD FROM ANY SOURCE, BUT ARE EXPECTING SOME TYPE 
OF STATEMENT AT ANY MOMENT. 

HURWITCH 
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